
The Upsilon Knot

The House of  Stuart
The House of  Buonoparte



Divergence in Timeline

Of  Queen Anne’s 17 known pregnancies, only five resulted in live births. Of  these, two 
died almost immediately, two died in infancy of  smallpox and one frail son survived until 
the age of  eleven. The Parliamentary Act of  Settlement of  1701 was created to preclude a 
potential Catholic restoration. In the event that Anne’s direct line should fail, the crown 
would pass to the Protestant descendants of  James I/VI via his daughter, Elizabeth of  the 
Palatine

Upon Anne’s death, the crown was offered to Elizabeth’s great-grandson, George of  
Hanover (to be known as George I of  Great Britain).

In the world of  The Upsilon Knot, Anne’s youngest daughter Anne Sophia, survives 
her 1687 battle with smallpox and outlives her older brother, William, to succeed her 
mother on the throne (as Queen Sophia).

In 1706,  Anne Sophia is married to George Augustus of  Hanover (in our timeline, 
George II). Like her father,  George Augustus becomes Consort to a Queen Regnant.

The world of  The Upsilon Knot aligns with our own timeline up through the 
year 1687, during the reign of  Anne, Queen of  Great Britain.
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The House of  Stuart inThe Upsilon Knot

Historically, Queen Anne is considered to be the last of  the Stuart rulers of  Great Britain. 
Her husband, Prince George of  Denmark, was a member of  the House of  Oldenburg. 
Queen Sophia might therefore be considered born to the House of  Oldenburg and, 
through her marriage to George Augustus, her children might be considered Hanoverians. 

However, to emphasize the fact that Sophia, like her mother, was a Queen Regnant, and 
that her husband had no authority over Britain, Parliament decreed that the Royals 
continue to bear the name of  the family from which they inherited their right to rule.  

The emotional value of  this was reinforced when Sophia was followed by her own 
daughter, Georgiane.

When Georgiane selected her nephew Richard of  Hesse-Kassel to succeed her, she 
adopted him and he legally became a “Stuart,” once again preserving the family name.

In The Upsilon Knot, Britain is said to be ruled by the House of  Stuart. 
Why?



RICHARD V

RICHARD IV

GEORGIANE

SOPHIA

The Stuart 
Succession 

in The Upsilon Knot
Elizabeth Augusta

Sophia of  Lorraine

Louis-Ricard Ginevre

Frederick James Antoinettem.

1714-1755

1755-1784

1784-1823

1823-1837

(m. Napoleon iI of Italy)

CHARLOTTE
(a, 1837)



The Second Act of  Settlement of  1755

Queen Sophia, being pre-deceased by her only son, Prince William, was succeeded by her 
daughter, Georgiane. Queen Georgiane was married to the highly unpopular Prince 
Wilhelm of  Brandenburg-Anspach. Two of  her children survived infancy. The labor of  her 
son had been prolonged, with some tangling of  the umbilical cord. Contemporary records 
describe George Frederic as “sickly” and “slow.”

The Parliamentary Act of  Settlement of  1755, aka the Second Act of  Settlement, was 
ostensibly due to the success of  the recent spate of  Queens Regnant (and all British 
Queens other than Mary I). However, it was more likely spurred by the fear of  having the 
succession fall to the feeble Prince George Frederic, and an inevitable Regency (possibly by 
the unpopular Wilhelm). The act frees a reigning monarch to select ANY of  his or her 
LEGITIMATE ISSUE as successor.

Empowered by the Act, Georgiane explicitly removed George Frederic from the 
succession and designated her daughter, Anne, as her heir. When Anne died in 
childbirth the following year, the succession naturally reverted to Georgiane’s sister, 
Elizabeth.  When her sister predeceased her, Georgiane settled the crown on 
Elizabeth’s son Richard.

In Chapter 14 of  The Upsilon Knot, “Roman Ruins,” reference is made to 
the Second Act of  Settlement. 

What is this?



Borrowings and Adaptations

Queen Sophia marries George Augustus of  Hanover (in our timeline, King George II of  
Great Britain). Amongst other things, the shift in succession changes the handling of  the 
American colonies. In The Upsilon Knot, 19th Century America remains a British possession.

Richard IV marries the youngest daughter of  the Empress Maria Theresa of  Austria & 
HRE Francis I, Marie-Antoine (who, therefore, never becomes Marie Antoinette of  
France). In the world of  The Upsilon Knot, the French Revolution is delayed and modified.

With France not part of  his focus, Napoleon Buonaparte becomes the Great Unifier of  
Italy (taking the title of  First Consul). Along the way, he makes depredations in the Austro-
Hungarian and Ottoman Empires, and annexes portions of  Mediterranean.

The family trees of  key figures in The Upsilon Knot includes some 
“borrowed” historic personages (designated as “hp” on these charts), 

some imaginary members of  actual noble families, and some individuals 
who are wholly imaginary.

Changes in the lives of  several historic personages create additional 
ripples in the timeline:



Family Tree: Stuart



SOPHIA
(Anne Sophia)
1714 - 1755

Anne of Denmark

Sophia 
1742 - 1827

Philippe 
Amadeus 

of Sardinia

George of  Hanover (hp)

William George 
Ludwig
1707-37

Anne 
1732 - 56

GEORGIANE
(Anna Georgina)

1755 - 1784

Frederic of 
Hesse-Kassel**

Wilhelm of
Brandenburg-Anspach *

m.1706 1683-1725b 1686

Elizabeth Augusta
1713 - 78

Hedwig of 
Denmark

m 1731
no issue

George Frederic
 1742-1786

3 others

m.1735

m.1730

Frederic William
 1737-61

b 1708

m 1754
no issue RICHARD 

IV

1784-1823

b 1745

m.1764Duke Alexander of 
Lorraine**

Louis Ricard
 1765-1812

(grandfather of 
Queen Charlotte)

Elisabette
 1769-1840

Dorotea
 1772-1819

Ginevre Amelie
 1777-1841

(marries Napoleon)

*  imaginary “brother” of Caroline, who married George II in our timeline
** real principality, imaginary person

Sophia - Richard IV



Anne of Denmark

Louis XVII of France**

Marie-Antoine
of  Austria (hp)*

Charles Richard
1822-31

RICHARD V
(Richard Francis 

Augustus)
1829 - 43

m.1770b 1755

b 1745

Margarethe of 
Luxembourgm 1817

Maria Teresa
 1774

1795 Francis Fitzrichard,, Duke of  Cleveland
1797 Andrew Fitzrichard, Duke of  Gibraltar
1801 Dorothea Fitzrichard, Duchess of  Hudson
1802 Marianne Fitzrichard, Duchess of  Morleigh
1807 James Fitzrichard, Duke of  Nova Scotia

m.1791

b 1773

RICHARD 
IV

1784-1829

Sophia 
1742 - 1827

Louis Ricard
of  Lorraine
 1765- 1812

Elizabeth Augusta of  Britain
& Frederic of  Hesse-Kassel

Antoinette 
1793-1858

Maria Louisa
 1776

Frederick James
 1782-1833

Georgiane Marie
 1780

Elizabeth 
Charlotte

 1784

Margaret Anne
 1786

m. 1801 (morganactically)

Annabelle Ellis,
later 

Countess of Waverly

m.1799

Grand Duke Kasimir 
of the Russias

m.1815

m.1825

CHARLOTTE
(Charlotte 
Antoinette 

Sophia)1843-

b 1825

Nicolas of 
Macedonia

Frederic 
Louis

1817-27

Cecile Marie
1827-84

2 miscarriages

1828 Nicolas
1830 Helena (m. Julius Napoleon)

1800  Kasmir Piotr
1804 Alexandra Marie
1806 Anton Vassily

*   in our timeline, Marie Antoinette of France
** son of (hp) Louis XVI, who abdicated in his favour. The delayed 
Revolution sent Louis XVII & family into exile.

1792  Louis Auguste
1796 Philippine 
         (m. Napoleon)

Richard IV - Charlotte



Spoilers!



Characters in The Upsilon Knot

Charlotte shows the children and grandchildren of  Queen Charlotte of  Greater Britain.

Buonaparte 1 shows Napoleon with his descendants.

Buonaparte 2 shows the familial relationships between the bloodline of  Napoleon 
Buonaparte and the British and French Royal families.

The following charts show family tree details specific to characters who 
appear in The Upsilon Knot.

READ AT YOUR OWN RISK!
Some information in these charts may reveal plot details  before you have 

reached them in the book.



m.

b. 1825

Alastair Franklin 
Menzies

Charlotte Maud Albertine
 (“Maud”)

b 1870

b  1834

m.1844

Claude Monteith

Emilie 
Antoinette

1845 -

miscarriage

Richard Albert Charles
1847-1886

b  1865

1819 - 1861*

Prince Albert 
of  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha (hp)*

Frederic Ludwig 
1850 - 1886

m.
m. 

1864

Caterina Sophia 
zu Wied **

Violet, Countess 
of  Bathgate

Francis Albert 
of  Belgium

Fredrika Margaret
(Frika)

1887 (posth)

Albertine Emily
(Birdie)
1883Albert Leopold 

(“Leo”)
b 1866

Albertine 
Emily

(Birdie)
1883

Georgianne
b 1867

Louise
b 1870

Charles
b 1873

Charlotte

*   same year of death as in our timeline, however from assassination rather than illness
** fictional sister of (hp) Elisabeth, Queen of Roumania (aka Carmen Sylva)

CHARLOTTE
(Charlotte Antoinette 

Sophia)1843-

m. William  of  Württemberg (hp)



Ginevre of  
Lorraine

Napoleon 
Buonaparte 

First Consul of Italy (hp)*

Philippine 
of  France

(Augustus Napoleon}

Caesar 
Augustus II

1796 - 1858

1777 - 18411769 -  1848

b 1805

m 1825

Napoleon 
Auguste “Gusto”

Paulette

Giulia

Giroleme
Louisa

Jean-Louis

Napoleon 
Julius

Marie-
Pauline 
(Poppet)

twins

1826 - 
1882

b/d 1826
b 1831

Grand Duke 
Michael Pavlovich 
of Russia (hp)**

m. 1822

3 miscarriages + 1 still birth +
1824 Grand Duchess Dorothea Mikhailovna

1826 Grand Duke Pavel Mikhailovich 

Guilietta of Naples

b 1807

no issue

Henriette de Bourbon

b 1811

1842  Elisabeth Louise
1843 Jean-Charles

1846 Genevieve

b 1802

b 1823

b 1800

m. 1842

m. 1851Helena of  
Macedonia

1830 - 1869
Julius 

Napoleon

Ginevre

1854-72

Phillipine 
Helena

1856 

stilborn 
twins

b 1861

Irene
b 1869

2 
miscarriages

m. 1838

m 1798

a. 1848

Paolina 
(Lina)
b 1852

b 1859

Buonaparte 1

*   in our timeline, same Emperor, different Empire
** in our timeline, he married Charlotte of Wurttenberg and had 5 children



Buonaparte 2

Elizabeth Augusta

Sophia of  Lorraine

Louis-Ricard Ginevre

Frederick James Antoinettem.

1714-1755

1784-1829

1829-1843

Napoleon  
Buonaparte,

First Consul of Italy

Maria-Theresa of  France

Louis-Auguste
Philippine

(Augustus Napoleon}

Caesar 
Augustus IIb 1796

b 1777

b 1805

m 1825

Julius 
Napoleon

Paulette

Giulia

Giroleme

Louisa

Jean-Louis

Napoleon Julius 
(d. at birth)

Marie-Pauline 
(Poppet)

Sophia of  Great Britain

Richard IV of  Greater Britain

Richard V 
of  Greater Britain

Charlotte of
Greater Britain

1843

m.


